Avustin Strategic Mobility Plan
Urban Rail Studles
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Project Purpose

Improve mobility in Central City
Provide backbone for economic redevelopment

Central Austin produces jobs and tax revenue that
benefit entire city

Support existing planning initiatives

= Downtown Austin Plan

~ Waller Creek Master Plan

— Stata Capitcl Complax Expansion

= Seaholm & Green Water District Master Plan

— East Riverside Plan

- Musiler Redevelopment Plan

— Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan

Project Purpose

= Preserve the character of our inner city
neighborhoods

+ Encourage commuters to use transit,
provide connectivity

* Link transportation and land use strategies
by connecting “acfivity centers” in the city

* Reduce greenhouse gas and CO2
emissions

= Meet current and future mobility needs

Why Study Urban Raii?

Long community history of studies that
support rail as preferred travel mode
Rail's permanent infrastructure attracts
and sustains development

Land use strategies, desire to densify
specific corridors dependent on very high
person moving capacity

Why Study Urban Rail?

= Greater people carrying capacity
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Single Occupancy Vehicles Typical LRT Strestcar

What is Urban Rail?

Mixes with auto traffic or on
dedicated right-of-way

Similar to Light Rall and
modemn streetcar
Typically overhead-electric
powered vehicle

Generally has two sets of
tracks, one in each dlrection
Operates at.comparable traffic
speeds based on:

— Signal characteristics

— Number of stop locations

= Condition of right-of-way

Part of a reglonal ratl network

Pl:oposed Urban Rail System
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Mueller to ABIA
— Congress, San
Jacinto
= Guadslupe, Lavaca
4% Strent
17%/18% Street
— Riversida
« Connection with
regional rall transit
natwork
Maintenance facllity
River crossing to be
determined as part of
NEPA




Adopted Regional Rail Network
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Summary of Urban Ra:l Studles
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NEPA Environmental Studies

Federal Transit Administration NEPA
examines impacts:

» Land use
+ Sociceconcmic

= Visual resources
* Water resources
= Biological resources
+ Cultural resources
+ Air resources
= Enwironmental justice
» Noise and Vibration
» Geological resources
* Hazardous materials
« Coordinalion with Regional
Partners

NEPA Public Involvement

The Environmentat
Study process asks
citizens and agencies
to comment about the
Urban Rail proposal
and/or altematives
that should be studied.

Upcoming NEPA Public Involvement

Public Involvement:
« 2 FTA Public Scoping Meetings (April 4 and 6)
— Numerous additional City cutreach meelings
Written comments due 30 days after meetings
- Briefings to Elected Officials & Organizations
= Newsletters, Emails

- Website: www.AystinUrbanRail.com
Newsletters. Presentations. Documents

+ Fall 2011 Community Meetings

The NEPA EIS Process
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More Information...

Web sites:

www.austinstrategicmobility.com
www.AustinUrbanRail.com




